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SCARES Membership Needs

� Frequencies

� Event dates & contacts

� Emergency Procedures

� Way to contact other members
� Emergency call outs: phone tree, city-wide

� Switch net control assignments

� Get or give help with radio, net, …

� Training, tips, how-to’s, where-are’s
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Resources

� Membership Lists

� Net Procedure and roll call lists

� Newsletter

� Web site

� Dropbox
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Membership Lists + Net

� What’s available
� Name, address, phone, email (called “Rosters”)

� Sorted by call sign, last name, city/zip

� With and without photo

� Weekly Net Roll call: by call sign, by city

� How to get lists
� Web site unpublished link

� Email with special keywords
(see last page of any newsletter)

� Special Net-related email addresses
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Rosters 
web 
page
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Last Page of any Newsletter
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Special Email Addresses

� weeklynet@k6mpn.org

� SUBJECT must be set to
SCARES-WeeklyNetPackage

� Returns message with 3 attachments

� Net procedure                 “net-proc.pdf”

� Roll call in Call Sign order  “rollcall.pdf”

� Roll call in City order         “rollcity.pdf”

� netcontrol@k6mpn.org:  Assignments
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Net Procedure

� General Information
� Linked Frequencies
� Location for Net

� Before Net: start this a day or so before
� Running the net:

� Preamble 
� Roll call of Member Stations
� Guest Station check-ins
� Traffic
� Late check-ins: member, non-member
� Invitations to Guests
� Closing



1/20/2011 South County ARES Resources for Members 9

Net Procedure: General

� Linked Frequencies
� Repeater: 444.50 + PL100
� Remote base: 146.445 s PL 114.8

� Location for Net
� Preferred: EOC or other installation

� Belmont EOC
� San Mateo EOC
� RWC EOC
� San Carlos EOC
� Menlo Park/Atherton installations

� Not recommended: home without base station
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Net Procedure: Before

� Start “Before Net” a day or so before
� Get current copy of roll call list

� Web site: roll call by call sign
� weeklynet@k6mpn.org
roll call by call and city, net procedure

� Rosters web page
� Dropbox SCARES-Members\WeeklyNet
� Email request (see last page of newsletter)

� Find out who is NC for next week
� netcontrol@k6mpn.org
� Dropbox SCARES-Members\WeeklyNet
� Newsletter ~

� Recommend asking another member to assist
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Net Procedure: 
Before Net on Net Night

� Arrive at EOC around 7pm
� Listen for Link (comes up ~ 7:15 pm)
� Request a radio check –
good idea to also get a time check

� Request a relay station
� If no one volunteers, request members to jump in 
as “Relay” during net

� Request Relay to notify you of “clipping”
� DO NOT assign a non-member!

� Do NOT request Early Check-Ins
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Net Procedure “Before”

Tips

• Practice at home

• If new, ask for 
assistance from
experienced 
member

• Review Net procedure
before arrival at EOC

• Arrive early
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Net Procedure “Preamble”
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Net Procedure: Running Net

� Member Roll Call: by call sign or city
� Call stations in order using call sign ONLY, NOT Phonetically
� Hold mike button 1 sec before talking

� Think “one thousand”
� Allows link to pick up between repeater and 2m remote base
� Prevents “clipping”: “ … eard”

� If station checked in early, say so and move on 
� Wait about 1-2 secs for check-in to start

� Look for signal bars on radio (UHF and VHF sides)
� Turn down volume on one side of dual band radio

� Acknowledge each check-in or say “Nothing Heard”
� Lets Relay and member station know
� If station has traffic, respond “Traffic noted”

� Allow Relay to check-in --- May have traffic!
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Net Procedure: Roll Call
Tips

• Relax; don’t rush

• Key up, think 
“one thousand”

• Don’t skip Earlies
when calling stations

• Don’t skip yourself

• Let Relay check-in: 
Relay may have traffic

•Give FCC call sign
every 10 min (:40,:50,…)
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Net Procedure: Running Net

� Late Member Check-ins

� Call by suffix groups: A-I, J-R, S-Z, A-Z

� Acknowledge stations heard

� Ask for any relays

� Request specific station repeat if partial

� Guest Check-ins

� Call sign phonetically, first name, location

� Emphasize “go slowly”

� Try A-I, J-R, S-Z groups
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Net Procedure: Running Net

� Traffic

� Call each with traffic, call sign order

� Write down traffic in case “fill” needed

� Station giving traffic: don’t need permission to poll 
members 

� End with FCC call sign and “back to Net Control”

� Invitation to guests

� Closing



1/20/2011 South County ARES Resources for Members 18

Net Procedure: Running Net
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Net Procedure: Closing Net
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Newsletter

� 6 issues per year
� PDF format 

� Sent by email
� Posted on web site
� Dropbox\SCARES-Members\Newsletters

� Regular features
� Meetings and deadlines
� Net Control Assignments – 4 months
� Email and web site links
� Event list
� Birthdays
� How to get lists, submit articles, training links
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Page 1
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Events on Page 2
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SCARES Web Site: k6mpn.org

� General information about SCARES

� Calendars: list, monthly

� Links to Net resources

� Links to EC and Equipment installations

� Amateur Radio related links (other 
sites)
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SCARES
Web site
k6mpn.org
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SCARES Information 

� SCARES area and Cities represented 
� Board
� Meetings, Weekly Net
� ECs and Equipment
� Handbook “Orange Book”
� Newsletters
� Meeting presentations
� Articles and Photos
� What’s New
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Events
List
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Monthly
Calendar



1/20/2011 South County ARES Resources for Members 28

Newsletters on k6mpn.org
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Presentations 
and other 
Resources
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Handbook 
Page
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What’s New Page
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Ham-related Information

� Training

� One-day Ham Licensing Class

� Other classes

� Amateur Radio – related links
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Ham 
Links 
Page



1/20/2011 South County ARES Resources for Members 34

Dropbox

� Web-based file sharing service 

� Way to share files

� Free account (up to 2GB storage)

� Files encrypted: safer than email

� Access via web browser

� Optional desktop access

� Install program on Windows or Mac

� Automatically copies files to your computer
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Using Dropbox

� Steps

� Get your own Dropbox accountRequest link 
for extra 250 MB space

� Request invitation to “SCARES-Members”

� SCARES-Members folder

� Don’t change, rename, or delete files!

� Add files in your own folder <callsign>
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Dropbox
using 
Web 
Browser
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Dropbox: Download
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Dropbox: Desktop Application

� Optional
� Not required to access files
� Can use web browser instead: RECOMMENDED

� Sets up special Dropbox folder on your computer
� Automatic downloads to your computer

� New and changed files
� Notifies you when files added or changed
� Changes made in this folder affect EVERYONE sharing

� Defaults to automatically run when the system starts
� Turn off by going to Preferences and deselecting “Start 
Dropbox on system startup”

� Dropbox symbol in System Tray (Windows) or top bar (Mac)
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Dropbox: on Desktop
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Use SCARES Resouces

� Have membership lists handy
� By city/zip
� With photo

� Know local frequencies used 
� Prepare for Net Control assignment

� Have latest Net procedure
� Have latest roll call list

� Sign up for events and drills
� Set up grab-n-go kit
� Get/give help 
� … the list goes on
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Dropbox to Desktop
Dropbox
web site

“SCARES-Members”
file folder

KD6JTU’s
personal PC

WB6WGM’s
personal PC

Any SCARES 
member’s
personal PC

Owned by
Dropbox

Set up by 
KD6JTU

Members invited to share “SCARES-Members” folder

Internet: Web


